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TAGS: PFOR, LU, EC 

SUB J : PRIME MINISTER VISITS UK 

ON APRIL 23, MFA SECRETARY-GENERAL PIERRE WURTH BRIEFED 
DCM ON PRIME MINISTER THORN'S ONE-DAY VISIT TO LONDON 
THE DAY BEFORE WHERE HE MET WILSON AND CALLAGHAN. WURTH 
SAID THAT THE DISCUSSIONS WERE USED BY THORN TO TAKE THE 
TEMPERATURE OF HMG’S PRESENT COMMITMENT TO EUROPEAN INTE- 
GRATION, IF THE JUNE REFERENDUM ALLOWS THE UK TO REMAIN IN 
THE EC. ON THIS POINT, THORN WAS STRUCK BY WHAT HE 
CONSIDERED HMG'S FUNDAMENTAL "ANTI-EUROPEANISM". THORN 
ASCRIBES PART OF HMG'S LACK OF ENTHUSIASM TO PRE-REFERENDUM 
STRATEGY, BUT HE ALSO DETECTS A BASIC BRITISH HOSTILITY 
TO VIRTUALLY ANY FUTURE MOVE TOWARD SUPRANATIONLITY OR 
INTEGRATION. ACCORDING TO WURTH, THORN AND THE BRITISH 
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THE FUTURE OF THE EC. WHEN THORN REALIZED THAT CALLAGHAN 
WAS UNCONVINCED BY THE ARGUMENTS FOR ACCELERATED 
EC INTEGRATION, THE PRIME MINISTER ADVANCED THE VIEW THAT 
A EUROPEAN STRUCTURE WAS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY IN ORDER TO 
CONTAIN FRG ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL POWER ON THE CONTINENT. 
TO THORN'S SURPRISE, CALLAGHAN REPLIED THAT HMG HAD NEVER 
SERIOUSLY CONSIDERED THIS ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF A UNITED 
EUROPE, ALTHOUGH CALLAGHAN ADMITTED THAT HE FOUND IT 
PERSUASIVE. ON CSCE, THORN REPORTED WILSON AND CALLAGHAN 
EXTREMELY RELUCTANT TO ACCEPT SOVIET DEMANDS FOR A SUMMER 
SUMMIT. HMG BELIEVES THAT BREZHNEV'S IMPATIENCE SHOULD BE 
USED AS LEVERAGE BY THE WEST TO WREST FURTHER SOVIET 
CONCESSIONS. ESPECIALLY ON BASKET III.FARKAS 
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